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Time of Composition of the Purān

 Vālmiki’sRāmāyan was written earlier than the Purān.

 Purānic account on the Yādav supremo Krishna ends with his leaving
Mathurā for Dwārka. No mention of Mahābhārat war and its hero Krishna in
most of the Purāns.

 The Purān must have been written before the Mahābhārat war, possibly at
the suggestion of Yudhishtir, the eldest Pāndav.

 The epic Mahābhārat by Krishna Dwaipāyan Vyās was written after the
Mahābhārat war, for it describes the war in great detail.

 On the basis of data on solar and lunar eclipses and position of stars R.N.
Iyengar gives the date of Mahābhārat war in the year 1478 BCE. Three
independent lines of evidence lead to almost the same conclusion.

 Therefore, the Purān was written sometime earlier than 3500 yr B.P., and the
Mahābhārat later than 3500 yr B.P.
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Jambudweep, Meru and 
Bharatvarsh
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People of Bharatvarsh
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Sur Group

People living in flood-plains of rivers such as Sindhu, Saraswati,
Yamunā, Gangā, Narmadā, Sābhramati, etc. Mostly in urban
settlements.

A sizable proportion of the Sur group consisted of immigrants from the
countries of Meruland. They came to Bhāratvarsh in several waves of
migration.

Tall in stature, wheatish brown to fair skinned with black and blonde hair
and brown eyes. Had benefits of education owing to the leadership of
scholarly sages and saints.

For land, water and political supremacy the Surs came in conflict with the
forest-dwelling ādivāsis of the Asur group. When defeated they sought
active help of their gods and goddesses.
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Unity through Divine Symbol
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Unity through Education

Mission of Educating People

 Sages and saintly scholars were fired with zeal for spreading
education, impart knowledge in religion and philosophy and train
people in the arts of living with dignity, decency and security. Some
scholars had their own schools of philosophy.

 Āshrams stablished in different parts of country, invariably in
biodiversity-rich forests and away from din and bustle of settlements.

 Chosen few got benefits of training in wielding arms and weapons.

 Aborigine tribals (ādivāsis) living in forests were, however, suspicious
of rishis of the Sur group establishing āshrams. They regarded this as
attempts by the Surs to colonize their lands.

 Suspicion engendered hostility and caused conflicts and
confrontations. This is the implication of Sur-Asur struggles and
fightings.
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