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Time of Composition of the Puran

» Valmiki’'s Ramayan was written earlier than the Puran.

» Puranic account on the Yadav supremo Krishna ends with his leaving
Mathura for Dwarka. No mention of Mahabharat war and its hero Krishna in
most of the Purans.

» The Puran must have been written before the Mahabharat war, possibly at
the suggestion of Yudhishtir, the eldest Pandav.

» The epic Mahabharat by Krishna Dwaipayan Vyas was written after the
Mahabharat war, for it describes the war in great detail.

» On the basis of data on solar and lunar eclipses and position of stars R.N.
lyengar gives the date of Mahabharat war in the year 1478 BCE. Three
independent lines of evidence lead to almost the same conclusion.

» Therefore, the Puran was written sometime earlier than 3500 yr B.P., and the
Mahabharat later than 3500 yr B.P.




Jambudweep, Meru and
Bharatvarsh
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Puranland: Position and Extent

Jambudweep is one of the seven mega
islands (continents) surrounded by salt-
water oceans. The continent of Asia is that
Jambudweep.

In the middie of Jambudweep there is a
many spendoured mountain Meru, the focal
point of the world of the Puran people. It is
today known as the Pamir.

South of Meru is Himvant or Himalaya,
stretching from eastern sea to western sea.
And south of the Himalaya is Bharatvarsh,
the karmabhumi of the Puran people.

Meruland comprised countries around

mount Meru — lldvritvarsh (=Tajikistan),
Hiranyavarsh (=Kyrgystan),
Bhadrashwavarsh  (=Sinkiang, Xinjiang),
Kimpurushvarsh (=Gilgit-Skardu
Balachistan), Harivarsh (=Afghanistan),
Ketumalavarsh (=Turkmenistan),

Ramyakvarsh (=Uzbekistan), Kuruvarsh
(=Kazakhstan).

Close connection of the peoples — free
migrations across borders, and
intermarriages.
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People of Bharatvarsh




Asurs . The Adivasis

In Taittireeya Brahman (Part 3, Chapter 25) it is admitted
that the Asurs of Bharatvarsh were the people who had come
to the land first.

The whole spectrum of the aborigine tribals (adivasis)
were called Asur. There were no educationists, and no
scholars among the Asurs. Remnants of these people today
are found amongst Kols, Bheels, Mundas, Oraons, Gonds,
etc.

The Asurs (aborigine adivasis) were quite powerful
people and excelled in jungle warfare — in guerilla fighting.
Not once but many a time they defeated the Surs in battles.

wd oy wnpE agar Rt 13

(Bhagwat Puran, 10)
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Sur Group

People living in flood-plains of rivers such as Sindhu, Saraswati,
Yamuna, Ganga, Narmada, Sabhramati, etc. Mostly in urban
settlements.

A sizable proportion of the Sur group consisted of immigrants from the
countries of Meruland. They came to Bharatvarsh in several waves of
migration.

Tall in stature, wheatish brown to fair skinned with black and blonde hair
and brown eyes. Had benefits of education owing to the leadership of
scholarly sages and saints.

For land, water and political supremacy the Surs came in conflict with the
forest-dwelling adivasis of the Asur group. When defeated they sought
active help of their gods and goddesses.

Sur-Asur Conflicts

Rigved (2-9-6, 2-12-11) describes the battle between the
Surs under the command of Divodas. And Shambhar was the
leader of the Asurs living in the hills, who had his
strongholds in hundred-odd fortresses in the hills. The
fortresses seem to have been impregnable, possibly become
iron was used to fortify them.

gftaee o seary: sEEeegT g STHA aidiq

(Rigved 1, 20:8)

e UM G GEdg @ | (Rigved 1, 20:8)
3 AT fd e f3 gfeT | (Rigved, 20:8 X 98:12)
T: I gAY O™ (Vayu Puran, PartIl, 39)

¥ dg fag: 3 wagarEen:

(Mahabharat, Van Parv, 226; Shanti Parv, 227)




Kiraats of Himalaya and Shiva

The fruit- and root-eating and skin-cloth wearing. Kirats
had come from the land of the rising sun — a country beyond
the borders in the east.

T wref R gafeafit qan wen
eI 3 < R arE: 1]

(Mahabharat, Sabha Parv, 52)

The northern belt the Himalaya from Ladakh to
Arunachal Pradesh (Bhotant) and the Indo-Myanmar Border
Ranges peopled by an ethnic group of mongloid affinity,
referred to as the Kirats in the Rigved, the Purans and the

Maf.-‘.l..k:.-_t
A T e gd-ufeed e
(Matsya Puran, 114)
Tdfehrrar et Brafor s 1Ron
(Mahéabharat, Van Parv, 90)
The Kirats spread far beyond Ladakh to the

Gandhmadan Parvat, which is today represented by the Little
Pamir and linked to the Karakoram Range.

faferRret werer: Rraafafif e e
(Mahabharat, Sabha Parv, Teerthyatra Parv, 143)
Kirat supremo Shiva sometimes commanded the
fighting forces of the Kirats, as borne out by an incident
when Arjun was up in his adventure in the Himalaya. He was
stopped by Shankar (Shiva) himself dressed as a Kirat.

EXICCLEss oy
Frraedt wear aramr g 1zen

(Mahabharat, Van Parv, 39).
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Coming of People from Outside India

The people who came from the Meru region called
themselves Arya. Those who came from southeast Asia and
settled down in the northern Himalayan belt were known as
Kirats (Vaman Puran, 13). People who came from West Asia
and settled down in the western border were known as
Yavans, and in the far north was as Turushka. The Yavans
were the Arabian and Greek speaking people and the
Turushka, possibly the Turkish-speaking immigrants.

qd T g ofdw gae: fe: |
37T ST AR gEShRAtT =l 1221l

(Vaman Puran, 13)
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A Large Variety of People

The Skand Puran describes Bharatvarsh as karmabhumi
— the land of all kinds of exciting activities, the theatre of
actions where a large variety of people lived, spoke different
languages, practiced varied forms of religious rituals, and
had different lifestyles (Kd@rma Puran, Poorv Vibhag, 45, 46).

aRe g Rua: geamEt: gdhifda
AT AT et AT HA FHdd 1201l

(Kdrma Puran, Poorv Vibhag, 45)
TGY AIfSAT e a4 HIAar:

(Kdrma Puran, Poorv Vibhag, 46)
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Unity through Divine Symbol
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Figure 8.1

Shiva’s Celestial Symbol Jyotirling
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Jyotirling located at Kailas (Hemkat Range),
Kedarnath (Himalaya), at Kashi (Indo-
Gangetic Plain), Vaidyanath (eastern Riksh
Giri), Amarkantak (Udayachal Giri i.e.,
Maikal), Ujjaini (Malwa Plateau),
Omkareshwar (Narmada valley), Somnath
(Mount Girnar), Nagesh (Darukavan),
Trayambakeshwar  and Bheemeshwar
(Sahyadri Range), Mallikarjun (Srishail,
Krishna valley), Rameshwar (Dhanushkoti
island).

Practically all the 12 abodes (dhams) of
Shiva are characterized by unique, rather
spectacular landforms, and singular
extraordinary geological features shaped by
uncommon earth processes.

Location of Jyotirlings speak volume of the
remarkable knowledge, perception and
vision of the leaders of the Puranic society.
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Attempts at Integration and
Unit of Bharatvarsh

There were more than 500 teerths, most of
them on the banks of rivers and atop
physiographic eminences. Teerths located in
different places all over India — north, south,
east, west, in the Indo-Gangetic Plains, in the
Narmada valley, in the Krishna valley.

People were keen and inverterate travellers
and explorers, moving from shrine to shrine,
teerth to teerth.

Pilgrimage was considered a must in the life of
an individual, whether a common man or a
ruler.

Real objective of pilgrimage: (i) knowing
people having different life styles, languages,
dresses, foods, etc., in order to forge bonds of
friendly relationship  with  them. (i)
Understanding the cultural variety that
Bharatvarsh was.

Periodic pilgrimage was an effective way of
national integration, of unifying the peoples
who spoke different languages, had different
religious beliefs, and social practices.

Cross-fertilization of ideas of different people.
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Unity through Education

>

Mission of Educating People

Sages and saintly scholars were fired with zeal for spreading
education, impart knowledge in religion and philosophy and train
people in the arts of living with dignity, decency and security. Some
scholars had their own schools of philosophy.

> Ashrams stablished in different parts of country, invariably in

>

>

biodiversity-rich forests and away from din and bustle of settlements.
Chosen few got benefits of training in wielding arms and weapons.

Aborigine tribals (&divasis) living in forests were, however, suspicious
of rishis of the Sur group establishing dshrams. They regarded this as
attempts by the Surs to colonize their lands.

Suspicion engendered hostility and caused conflicts and
confrontations. This is the implication of Sur-Asur struggles and
fightings.
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One Country, One India

All over the country, you find these ancient places, from
Badrinath, Kedarnath and Amarnath high up in the snowy
Himalayas down to Kanyakumari in the south. What has
drawn our people from the south to the north and from north
to the south in these great pilgrimages?

It is the feeling of one country and one culture.

— Jawaharlal Nehru
October 1961
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